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1. THERE WERE RENEWED CLASHES BETWEEN GROUPS OF LEFIST AND 
RIGHTIST EXTREMISTS OVER THE FEBRUARY 15-16 WEEKEND IN 
MALATYA AND SEVEN OTHER PROVINCES WHICH RESULTED IN TWO 
DEATHS, 64 INJURIES, AND 223 PERSONS BEING TAKEN INTO CUSTODY, 
ACCORDING TO PRESS REPORTS. THE INCIDENTS BEGAN ON FEBRUARY 
15 WHEN DEMONSTRATIONS SPONSORED BY THE LEFIST TURKISH 
TEACHERS' ASSOCIATION (TOB DER) WERE HELD THROUGHOUT THE 
COUNTRY TO PROTEST "FASCISM" AND THE HIGH COST OF LIVING. 
FIGHTING BETWEEN GROUPS OF LEFTIST AND RIGHTIST EXTREMISTS 
BROKE OUT IN MUS, MALATYA, TOKAT, AMASYA, BINGOL, KAHRAMAN, 
MARAS, AFYON AND ADIYAMAN. ONE DEATH WAS REPORTED IN 
AMASYA. CLASHES IN MALATYA AND ADIYAMAN ERUPTED AGAIN ON 
FEBRUARY 16 WITH ONE MORE DEATH BEFORE POLICE AND MILITARY 
FORCES FINALLY RESTORED ORDER. 
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2. COMMENTING ON THE LATEST INCIDENTS, REPUBLICAN PEOPLES' 

PARTY (RPP) CHAIRMAN BULENT ECEVIT SAID ON FEBRUARY 16, 

"A MINORITY WHICH WANTS TO CAPTURE THE STATE BY FORCE IS 
PREPARING AN UPRISING WHICH IS EVIDENTLY RUN FROM A CENTER 
AND THE STATE FORCES HAVE REMAINED LARGELY INEFFECTIVE BEFORE 
THIS UPRISING OF THE SMALL MINORITY, SIGNS OF WHICH WERE 
GIVEN DAYS AGO." ON FEBRUARY 17, EVEVIT TOLD THE RPP JOINT 
PARLIAMENTARY GROUP THAT "CERTAIN QUARTERS" HAD ENGAGED IN 
PLOTS TO DESTROY DEMOCRACY AS THE ONLY WAY TO PREVENT THE 
RPP FROM COMING TO POWER IN THE NEXT ELECTIONS. HE CON- 
TINUED, "THE LATEST INCIDENTS ARE ONE OF THE MAJOR UPRISINGS 
IN THE HISTORY OF THE (TURKISH) REPUBLIC." 

3. MEANWHILE, JUSTICE PARTY (JP) LEADER SULEYMAN DEMIREL 
SAID ON FEBRUARY 17 THE RIOTS WERE CAUSED BY VARIOUS 
PROVOCATIONS AND, HE CONTINUED, "THESE RALLIES HAVE ONLY ONE 
AIM - TO DISRUPT THE PEACE OF THE COUNTRY AND CAUSE DISTURBANCES. 
ALL THESE EVENTS ARE THE RPP'S DOING ... THE RPP PROVOKES 
ANARCHY IN TURKEY ..." 

4. PRIMIN SADI IRMAK AFTER A COUNCIL OF MINISTERS MEETING 
FEBRUARY 16 CALLED UPON ALL POLITICAL PARTIES TO TAKE A 
"DEFINITE AND JOINT STAND" IN VIEW OF THE LATEST INCIDENTS AND 
SAID, "OUR STATE IS POWERFUL ENOUGH TO PUT AN IMMEDIATE END 
TO ALL KINDS OF ILLEGAL ACTIONS.” MEANWHILE, BOTH THE RPP AND 
JP HAVE CALLED FOR PARLIAMENTARY INQUIRIES INTO THE LATEST 
INCIDENTS, AND HAVE SENT INVESTIGATIVE TEAMS TO THE SCENE. 

5. COMMENT: THE LATEST INCIDENTS APPEAR TO BE A CONTINUATION 

OF THE KIND OF VIOLENCE BETWEEN GROUPS OF THE LEFIST AND RIGHTIST 
EXTREMISTS WHICH OCCURRED EARLIER IN THE MONTH AT 
ELAZIG (REF C). SO FAR, THESE INCIDENTS APPEAR TO BE PRIMARILY 
CONCERNED WITH DOMESTIC GRIEVANCES AND ARE NOT RPT NOT 
PRIMARILY DIRECTED AGAINST THE U.S. 
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